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Dear Affirmative Action & Diversity Committee Members:

I am applying for a UUP Drescher Leave for fall 2015 in order to write a book proposal and three chapters of a book manuscript, as well as to apply for a research grant. I am working on a project titled The Movable Shoe: Footwear, Movement, and Feeling in Eighteenth-Century British Literature. l plan to complete three chapters of the book in the fall of 2015, but will need the time that a leave would offer me in order to do so. I will also apply for a Wellcome Trust grant in the medical humanities in order to research movement, foot health, and footwear in some museums and libraries in England, specifically the Wellcome Library, the Victoria and Albert Museum, and the Northampton  Shoe collection. This is research that will make my book manuscript more competitive.  I plan to submit the book proposal and three chapters for consideration to Bloomsbury Academic Press, as they have a strong history of publishing in the history of fashion, costume, and dress. I currently have three essays in print, as well as a forthcoming chapter in the Bloomsbury Academic Cultural History of Dress and Fashion in the Enlightenment.  Completing three chapters of the book manuscript (one of which I will also
circulate as a journal article) and proposing it to a publisher will help me to meet expectations for tenure and promotion as it will bring me closer to a published book and/or the five peer-reviewed publications I need for tenure.     · 1

Proposed project or activity:
My proposed project is to complete three chapters of my book manuscript on the topic of footwear and movement in eighteenth-century British literature and to propose the book to a publisher, starting with Bloomsbury Academic Press. I also plan to adapt one chapter as an article-length essay and submit it to academic journals such as Eighteenth-Century Studies, The Journal for Eighteenth-Century Studies, or Fashion Theory. In addition, I am going to apply for  a Wellcome Trust Small  Grant (of up to £5,000) to support research in England that will make my book more competitive  and will also strengthen my tenure application  and the prestige  of my project. If I do not win the grant then I will find similar archival materials in libraries and archives that are geographically closer to me (such as the Bata Shoe Museum in Toronto and the Lewis Walpole Library in Farmington, Connecticut),  although the research  I could accomplish with a Wellcome Trust Grant would be ideal.

My project considers footwear in literature and is an interdisciplinary work on the intersection between material culture, gender studies, history of the body, health, physical movement and emotional movement (or sentimental feeling). I focus on how literature of the long eighteenth century incorporates material culture into its representation of sex and gender, especially in relation to the object of my focus (footwear). This is a topic that I think needs more attention both in literary and historical study, as the social importance of the foot and shoe to fiction, the history of medicine, dance, and the history of fashion and dress is considerable. An interdisciplinary study of footwear, the foot, and movement in fiction and literature of the eighteenth century will uncover the role of both material culture and the body in the construction of metaphor, narrative movement, and fictions of sentimental feeling. My book will study these intersecting topics by looking at four major texts from the beginning to the end of the eighteenth century. In fall of 2015 I plan to complete the first three chapters of the book as it is outlined below.


Book Summary:

Chapter One: "Well hammer'd Soles," Pattens, and Female .Health in John Gay's Trivia; or,  The Art of Walking the Streets of London. This chapter will discuss the representation of practical footwear, health, and the laboring female body in John Gay's poem Trivia (1716-1730). I presented a version of this paper at the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies (ASECS) conference in Vancouver BC, in March 2011. I also incorporated some of my thoughts about Gay's poem into my survey of "Literary Representations of Dress and Fashion" in Bloomsbury's Cultural History of Dress in the Enlightenment (forthcoming in 2015). The discussion of health and footwear in this section would benefit from further research into the medical history of women's bodies and labor as well as into foot disease and protective footwear.

Chapter Two: The "Sympathising Shoe" and Emotional and Narrative Movement in The History and Adventures of a Lady's Slippers and Shoes. This chapter will deal with the representation of feeling and narrative structure as it is developed in relation to shoes and slippers. This is a narrative (a story that is told from the perspective of an "it" or inanimate object) published in 1754. The shoes and slippers of the title exchange their tales and feel for one another as they do so. With this narrative and emotional exchange, the shoes and slippers mirror the economic, social, and physical exchanges that they are about to set into motion in the story of their production and consumption. They also ask the reader (who has the account second-hand. from a human eavesdropper) to imagine the life-cycle of the slippers ahd shoes in a way that theorizes human movement. I presented a conference paper version of this proposed chapter at ASECS in Williamsburg, Virginia in March of 2014 and received valuable feedback from
leading scholars in it-narrative studies.

Chapter Three: Dance, Debt, and Lilac Shoes in Frances Bumey's Camilla,· or, A Picture of Youth. I presented versions of this chapter on Bumey's Camilla (1796) at the Burney Society Biennial Conferences in 2012 and 2014. One paper focused on dance and narrative movement and the other focused on the material reality of the shoes mentioned in the novel and the way that objects of dress facilitate feelings such as hope, anticipation, and despair. I would also like to use part of this chapter to develop an article to circulate at the same time that I circulate my book proposal. I think this chapter would benefit greatly from more research in the archives about dance and movement, as well as the performative nature of dress and footwear in particular.

Chapter Four: Anne Elliot's "Thick Walking Boots" and the Rejection of Metaphor in Jane Austen's Persuasion. I presented a conference length version of this proposed chapter on Austen's Persuasion (1818) at the "Pride and Prejudices: Women's Writing of the Long Eighteenth Century" Conference at Chawton House Library in Hampshire, UK in 2013. This chapter takes as its focus the way Austen seems to set up but then rejects a figurative association between thick-soled boots and practicality. The thick boot metaphor works to align thickness with practicality on the surface, only to disturb that correlation if the reader knows anything about the appearance of quality (and not wholesaled) boots. The reference to boots is then more about a female balance between practical comfort and fashionable display which can be further aligned with the balance between affection and interest that characters in Persuasion attempt to negotiate. There are also questions of health and practical footwear that I need to investigate in order to further develop this chapter, so although I will not be drafting this chapter in the fall of 2015, I will be using the research material I gather with the help of the Wellcome Grant or similar archival research to further develop this chapter. I will also be looking for examples of walking boots and other kinds of boots in archives and collections such as the Northampton Shoe Collection or the Bata Shoe Museum.

Relationship to Promotion and Tenure:
I will be up for fifth year review in the fall of 2016 and for tenure review in the fall of 2017 and a book contract along with a fifth published article would strengthen my case for tenure. The book itself may not be published by fall of 20 I 7 (although if I find a publisher right away in early 2016 it might be possible), but a contract and a shorter version of a chapter to submit to academic journals will put me in an excellent position for the completion of five published articles in peer reviewed journals or collections. The English Department APT document states: "a minimum of seven accomplishments in the "Significant" category-at least five of which must be publications, and at least three of which must be in print (rather than merely accepted for publication)" is what an Assistant Professor needs in order to be promoted to the rank of Associate Professor. I have four publications right now, three of which are in print. Other significant accomplishments that are not publications include national and international conference presentations (of which I have many) or a national or international grant or fellowship (the Wellcome Trust Small Grant would fall into this category).

With my full load of teaching (and every semester so far with at least one new course preparation) it is difficult to complete research and writing. I did write one chapter-long overview of fashion and dress in literature for the Bloomsbury Academic A History of Dress and Fashion in the Enlightenment last semester, but it was extremely difficult to complete this  writing while I was teaching. I spent much of my non-teaching time writing the chapter, and it took me longer to write it because I had to balance writing with preparing and teaching a new general education course ("Jane Austen and Popular Culture") as well as with my other teaching and grading responsibilities. I think my teaching benefits from my research, especially as I bring that research on material culture, fashion, dress and objects into the classroom on a regular basis; I even incorporate poster-presentation assignments on material culture and objects into my classes, which my students often present at Scholars Day (a one-day college celebration of campus scholarship held every spring since 1984). It would facilitate this relationship between teaching and research even further if I could benefit from the time to complete more archival research, three chapters, an article, and a book proposal in order to strengthen my bid for tenure and remain current in my field.
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TIMELINE:
May-June, 2015
Submit application for Wellcome Trust Small Grant for research in the medical humanities.

July-August, 2015
Compile conference presentation manuscripts and outline book manuscript.

September, 2015
Possible research trip to England (if the Wellcome Trust Small Grant application is successful) Write chapter one on John Gay's Trivia; or, The Art of Walking the Streets of London
Send to colleague for feedback.

October, 2015
Write chapter two on The History and Adventures of a Lady's Slippers and Shoes
Send to colleague for feedback.

November, 2015
Write chapter three on Frances Burney's Camilla; or a Picture of Youth
Maintain a shorter version of the book chapter and adapt it for submission to an academic journal.	·
· Send to colleague for feedback. Draft book proposal for publisher.

December, 2015
Revise manuscript with feedback from colleague(s).
Submit book proposal and three sample chapters to Bloomsbury Academic Press. Start drafting chapter four on Jane Austen's Persuasion.
Submit a revised book chapter in journal article length to Eighteenth-Century Studies or Fashion
Theory.

January-September, 2016
Return to full time teaching.
Finish manuscript for publication (introduction and conclusion).
If not accepted by Bloomsbury Academic, submit proposal to Cambridge University Press or Ashgate Press.
Continue to circulate journal article-length chapter if not already in publication.
Prepare review binders for fifth year review.

August-September, 2017
Prepare tenure review binders.
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