Contemporary Issues (Integrative Learning) Proposal Form
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Contemporary issues courses function as a culminating experience in the general education program and should be designed to address problems that are difficult or impossible to solve because of their complex and interconnected nature (otherwise known as wicked problems*). These courses should engage students in problem solving that requires integration of multiple areas of knowledge and multiple modes of inquiry. Integrative learning encourages students to connect and combine knowledge and skills from different disciplines and experiences to solve complex problems, create new ideas, and develop a deeper understanding of the world. Contemporary issues courses help students to adapt their intellectual skills, contributing to students’ personal success, social responsibility, and civic engagement in today’s global society (adapted from American Association of Colleges and Universities VALUE rubric for integrative learning). 

*See https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/topics/wicked-problems?srsltid=AfmBOor0Cjx
4OG3mu_S5GA2MTEH7rl_Olke6ySRmoA5tGChMFDwYkFiX for characteristics and examples of wicked problems. 

Your course proposal should clearly articulate the problem in a question format, explain how it qualifies as a wicked problem, and describe how the problem is to be explored in the class.


Note: Proposals that neglect to include or address the required components will be returned by the committee for completion before consideration.


A. GENERAL EDUCATION POLICIES AND SUNY GUIDELINES

1. Familiarize yourself with proposal requirements and general education policies by visiting: https://www.brockport.edu/academics/general-education/handbook/#proposingchangingre-certifying-a-course

2. To consult SUNY implementation guidance for each GE area, visit https://system.suny.edu/academic-affairs/acaproplan/general-education/suny-ge/

3. Course content and evaluation methods for GE SLOs must align with Brockport’s GE assessment rubrics. GE rubrics give instructors important information about how the SLOs are interpreted and evaluated in Brockport’s program, thus facilitating backward design for program consistency. GE area rubrics can be consulted here: https://www.brockport.edu/academics/general-education/assessment/rubric/ 





B. COURSE STRUCTURE

1. Course Description and Outline of Course Topics. The course description should give students a sense of the transferable knowledge/skills they will acquire in the course. The outline should consist of a concise and sequential listing of the content and concepts to be addressed in the course and should clearly demonstrate attention to and alignment with general education SLOs. 

Question to be explored:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Course description:

Course outline:

2. [bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Instructional strategies. Please describe the specific instructional strategies and learning activities you will use to help students achieve each Student Learning Outcome. Explain how each strategy or activity supports students in meeting the outcome. 

Example SLO: Students will describe the historical and contemporary societal factors that shape the development of individual and group identity involving race, class, and gender. 

The primary teaching method(s) to be used to support this outcome is/are: full-class and small-group discussion of primary documents, scholarly readings, and documentary film; analytical reading responses; lectures and lecture reflections. Interactive lectures provide students with context about the historical and contemporary societal factors shaping the development of individual and group identities involving race, class, and gender in Puerto Rico and the Puerto Rican diaspora. Full-class and small-group discussion of readings and films develops students’ ability to describe these factors, with ample instructor feedback and small-group work being a type of collaborative project. Short analytical reading responses submitted to BSP have students practicing and honing their ability to describe such factors in argumentative writing with supporting evidence. Short, less formal lecture reflections written in class give me a sense of how lectures are landing, how well students can describe what information is familiar, new, or confusing to them, and what I need to clarify. 

SLO 1: Students will analyze a major issue of contemporary/enduring human significance (an urgent problem or enduring question). 

Instructional strategies: 


SLO 2: Students will recognize and articulate relationships between different knowledge areas (i.e., disciplinary frameworks such as humanities, social science, arts, natural science, mathematics etc. Students should be guided to address problems using multiple areas of knowledge and multiple perspectives—e.g., cultural, ethical, etc.).

Instructional strategies: 


SLO 3: Students will locate, evaluate, and synthesize information from a variety of sources.

Instructional strategies: 


SLO 4: Students will demonstrate an ability to develop and defend well-reasoned arguments.

Instructional strategies: 


3. Course Syllabus. Attach a sample syllabus that includes the list of readings for the course. (Note: the syllabus must reflect that course content is aligned with the GE area outcomes)



C. ASSESSMENT METHODS

1. Detail how students will be evaluated throughout the semester to track development of the learning outcomes (formative assessment, e.g., exams, essays, presentations, projects).  

SLO 1: Students will analyze a major issue of contemporary/enduring human significance (an urgent problem or enduring question).

Formative assessments:

SLO 2: Students will recognize and articulate relationships between different knowledge areas (i.e., disciplinary frameworks such as humanities, social science, arts, natural science, mathematics etc. Students should be guided to address problems using multiple areas of knowledge and multiple perspectives—e.g., cultural, ethical, etc.).

Formative assessments:

SLO 3: Students will locate, evaluate, and synthesize information from a variety of sources.

Formative assessments:

SLO 4: Students will demonstrate an ability to develop and defend well-reasoned arguments.

Formative assessments:


2. Describe your plan for collecting summative student achievement data toward or at the end of the semester. (NOTE: data on student achievement must be collected using the appropriate GE assessment rubric found at https://www.brockport.edu/academics/general-education
/assessment/rubric/ )

SLO 1: Students will analyze a major issue of contemporary/enduring human significance (an urgent problem or enduring question).

Summative assessment(s):

SLO 2: Students will recognize and articulate relationships between different knowledge areas (i.e., disciplinary frameworks such as humanities, social science, arts, natural science, mathematics etc. Students should be guided to address problems using multiple areas of knowledge and multiple perspectives—e.g., cultural, ethical, etc.).

Summative assessment(s): 

SLO 3: Students will locate, evaluate, and synthesize information from a variety of sources.

Summative assessment(s): 

SLO 4: Students will demonstrate an ability to develop and defend well-reasoned arguments.

Summative assessment(s): 

